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        What is a symbol?  It might be defined as one thing that 
stands in for another thing; something  that represents  something 
else that is not inherent in it.  We are surrounded by symbols;  we 
move through the world guided by symbols. They help us orga-
nize our lives; they aid us  in our ability to perceive the world and 
respond to it.  Traffic lights are symbols. We navigate the internet 
through symbols.  Words are symbols.
    And for our ancestors the natural world, too, was full of sym-
bols - the world then being a much more enchanted place than it 
appears to us today.  Every bird was the possible messenger from a 
god; every flutter of a leaf a signal from another realm.   But their 
conscience was also more primitive than ours and  far more frag-
mented.  They perceived the conscience  as being somewhere out-
side of themselves.   And when it spoke, it wasn’t their own higher 
selves speaking, but rather the voice of gods advising them,  warn-
ing them and guiding them.  But as the conscience developed and 
evolved it became more integrated and merged into a single entity.  
And the conscience, the voice of god,  became relocated from out-
side of themselves to somewhere inside of each individual. 
     And this was one of Jesus’s many  messages; that consciousness 
is inside each of us; and if consciousness is God than God is inside 
of each of us.  He showed us  a new kind of consciousness -  Christ 
Consciousness.   
     This  little booklet is filled with stories that themselves are replete 
with symbols.  These stories guided people centuries ago: they con-
tinue to guide us now.  They are warning us to pay attention and 
stay alert.  The world is quivering with redemptive potential.  Every-
where there are symbols.  One thing that stands in for another thing.  
Something that represents something else that is not inherent in it.  
     I have attempted to make the artwork and design reflect that.  
Each week of Lent has its own painting. They, too, are symbols.  
Each page is a surprise.  Some of the designs are more effective than 
others; some can be quite startling.   It is an attempt to shock the 
reader into viewing the gospels in a new and perhaps startling way.   
I hope you find it of interest. 

Matthew Snow 
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     Here we are in Lent, when we are told, “Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.”   Flowers come off the altar, and the 
green vestments, green as grass and leaves, are put away.  Yet I am 
thinking about gardens.  Isaiah  promises that if we fast from what we have 
obtained unjust ly,  i f  we share what  we have  with those who have 
not ,  i f  we defend the oppressed, we will  be like a watered garden.



                                                                    

     The garden of Eden, where God created us from the dust of the 
earth.  The gardens in the Song of Songs, where lovers delight in each other’s 
beauty.  T h e  G a rd e n  o f  G e t h s e m a n e ,  w h e re  Je s u s  s ay s  Ye s  t o  h i s 
Fat h e r.   T h e  g a r d e n  w h e r e  h e  i s  b u r i e d ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h e  w o m e n 
s e e  h i m  risen in joy and wonder, where Mary Magdalene thinks he’s the 
gardener.
    All this dust, all our dust, is the ground from which salvation 
grows.

- Terry Rogers

Isaiah 58:1–12      Psalm 103     2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10    Matthew 6:1–6,16–21





Deuteronomy 30:15–20
Psalm 1
Luke 9:18–25

      The Old Testament readings seem to 
set up a clear dichotomy between “the righ-
teous” and “the wicked.” Those who obey the 
commandments will live, and those who do 
not will perish. It’s enough to make anyone 
squirm. We all know that we have not obeyed.
       The attitude that clearly and rigidly de-
marcates “good” and “evil,” “us” and “them,” 
has caused a lot of trouble, individually and 
collectively. But there are the words in Holy 
Writ. What are we to do? The Gospel pro-
vides a little direction but more confusion.
     If we try to save our life, we will lose it, 
and if we lose it we will save it. Is gaining the 
world really incompatible with preserving 
one’s true self? Why or why not? What is the 
“cross” that Christ’s followers must take up? 
What is this “true self,” or, as the 1611 trans-
lation puts it, one’s “own soul”?
    It seems to me that these questions have 
many answers, or possibly none at all. They 
are not the focus of this passage, or of Lent. 
The main words are “follow” and “Christ.” 
We do not, cannot, suppress our fears, doubts 
and questions. We can offer them up to the 
Lord.

— Liz Hill
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         We are constantly challenged. We are challenged by our 
jobs, our relationships, and our finances.  I struggle with these 
internal conflicts but remind myself of the seeds God has planted in 
me. I remember the joy of love and caring and the pureness of the 
happiness that fills my heart.    Of course, this doesn’t stop the an-
noyance of ConEd bills, the sadness of severe illnesses that plague 
my friends and family, or other worldly worries. But that pure joy is 
what keeps me grounded. I feel the embrace of God comfort me 
like a mother who comforts her child after scraping a knee.

        When Jesus’ authority was questioned by the chief priests 
and elders of the people, he shared with them the Parable of 
the Tenants.   When the landowner sent his servants to collect the 
crops due him,  they were beaten or killed. The landowner ulti-
mately sent his son who was also killed by the tenants of the 
land.   In the end, the tenants were told that their wretchedness 
will be ended, and the land will be given to new tenants w h o  wi l l 
provide a portion of the crops to the landowner.  Jesus then turned 
to the priests  and elders and reminded them of  the Scriptures,  

                                Psalm 118:22:

                                         The stone the builders rejected
                                         has become the cornerstone;
                                         the Lord has done this, and 
                                         it is  marvelous in our eyes.

      Psalm 118 also sings out, “I was pushed back  and about 
to fall,  but the Lord helped me.  The Lord is my strength and 
my defense; he has become my salvation.” (Psalm 118:13-14).  So, 
when I am feeling sad, tormented, or dismayed, I remind my-
self that I am not helpless. I know that God will provide me the 
strength to carry on.

— James Amodeo
 

Genesis 37:3–4,12–28
Psa lm  105 : 16–22
Matthew 21:33–43
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Isaiah 7:10–14
Psalm 40:5–10
Hebrews 10:4–10 
Luke 1:26–38

     And he came to her and said, “Hail, O favored     
       one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly 
       troubled at the saying, and considered in her 
       mind what sort of greeting this might be.
                                                       — Luke 1:28-29

     Calling on her deep faith, Mary is obedient to 
God’s request delivered by the angel Gabriel. Under-
standably, Mary is troubled that she should conceive 
in her womb and bear a son; a child who will come 
upon her from the Holy Spirit and who will be called 
Holy, the Son of God.

      We assume Mary is a very young woman. She 
is a virgin betrothed but not married to Joseph. To 
accept God’s request, she’d in all likelihood face re-
jection by Joseph, her family and community. Her 
decision to do as God asks exhibits Mary’s deep faith 
and commitment to God. 

       Is your faith deep enough to make decisions 
that exhibit your commitment to God? Are you will-
ing to put your faith to the test, to face disruption 
and possible rejection to submit to the will of God?   
As Mary did, we must examine the depth of our 
faith. Then we, too, can trust that our decisions will 
reflect our faith, supporting us throughout our lives. 

      I delight to do thy will, O my God; thy
        law is   within my heart. — Psalm 40:8

— Sibyl Piccone
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Hosea 6:1–6 
Psalm 51:15–20 
Luke 18:9–14

      Hosea, commonly referred to as the “prophet of doom,” 
writes  “The Lord has torn us so he may heal us; struck us 
down so he  can bind us up.” The overall message is recon-
ciliation through  repentance results in salvation.

      In the parable from Luke, the Pharisee prays he is righ-
teous, sacrifices, fasts and tithes. He is proud he is not like the 
“immoral” tax collector. The tax collector, however, is afraid to 
lift his eyes towards heaven and humbly asks God to be merci-
ful for he is a sinner and goes home “justified.” But the Pharisee 
did not receive justification. Why? The Pharisee, boastful in his 
righteousness, belittled the tax collector. Does this mean we 
shouldn’t strive to follow God’s laws and do good things? No, 
it means the most important aspects of  Christianity are hu-
mility and repentance.

      In Psalm 51, God does not seek sacrifice and burnt 
offerings. He seeks a broken spirit and a contrite heart.

     These readings actually meld together (for me) into a 
strong Lenten message encouraging me to examine my own 
Christian response. Do I truly humble myself to God and  re-
ally  seek repentance? I pray this Lenten season with a contrite 
heart, to be broken, healed, uplifted...and never feel that I am 
better than another seeking God’s mercy.

— Susie Braden





































                                     
               
                   

                                            Whoever keeps my word
                                                     will never see death.      
                                                    —John 8: 51

       Jesus offends the religious leaders who hear this.  To tell the truth, he of-
fends me.    I have known a lot of faithful people who died. As far as I know, we 
all will,  eventually.   What does he really mean?

       Someone important to me died recently,  the poet Mary Oliver.   For 
decades I have treasured her luminous words and soulful attentiveness to 
the natural world. She observed death as well as life in nature,  and her po-
etry is full of love and grief, joy and amazement.  Her poem, “In Blackwater 
Woods,” ends with these lines:

                      “ To live in this world 
                          you must be able
                          to do three things: 
                                                              to love what is mortal;
                                                              to hold it 
                                                           against your bones knowing

                       your own life depends on it; 
                         and, when the time comes to let it go, 
                          to let it go.”

     In our passage, Jesus is speaking not of life in endless quantity, but a special 
quality of life, at the same time authentic and deeply personal — and universal. 
His hearers really lose it when he says “before Abraham was, I am.”    They know 
he is alluding to the boundless reality of God revealed to Moses: “I am who I 
am.”  This raises the question of who we will be — or, to quote Mary Oliver 
again, “Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?” 
Jesus calls us to belong to the radiant, free, infinitely creative source of all being: 
in life, in death and in the mystery beyond, to practice fierce love and whole-
hearted surrender.

- Liz Maxwell

Thursday
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         Genesis 17:1–8                                                                                            
       Psalm 105:4–11                                                                                                          
            John 8:51–59

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
 



Jeremiah 20:7–13 
Psalm 18:1–7 J  
John 10:31–42

      In the season of Lent, always looking forward in hope to the Easter 
miracle, I wrestle with my personal journey on the road to Jerusalem. It can 
be isolating, confusing, and sometimes even hopeless. In today’s lessons, 
Jeremiah and Jesus meet misunderstanding and hostility for their faith 
and witness, to the extent that their lives are endangered. The psalmist also 
looks to God as an aid and comfort from his enemies. How can my fears 
and anxieties compare? How can I apply these lessons to my own missteps 
as both corrective and balm?

                His word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut  up in my  bones. 
                I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.  — Jeremiah 20
        God is my inspiration, to speak truth and love to power, need, and 
injustice. God’s word should so fill my heart that I cannot contain it, even 
when my mind prefers to remain passive and silent.

                         Believe the works, that you may know and unders
                         tand that the  Father is in me.         — John 10:38 

       God is my model, to show love and faith through my every action 
and interaction as I move through this world. I am a member of the great 
cloud of witnesses and am fed and led by that truth.

                           I love you, O LORD, my strength. — Psalm 18:1
        God is my rock, in both prosperous times and times of adversity. He 
grounds me to be humble, generous, and grateful. When times are trying 
and uncertain, he provides his grace and the support of his community of 
faith.
        Journey to Jerusalem this Lent in the knowledge that God walks with 
you, sometimes propelling, sometimes urging, and sometimes just holding 
you tightly in a loving embrace.

                                                                                      — David Cholcher

 F r i d a y
  April   12

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
 



     
       

Ezekiel 37:21–28 
Psalm 85:1–7 
John 11:45–53

               You do not understand that it is better for
                you to have one man die for the people
               than to have the whole nation destroyed.  

                                                                   John 11: 50

      Caiaphas, the high priest, speaks. The religious leaders are pro-
foundly threatened by Jesus’ raising Lazarus from the dead. They are 
frightened that his popularity will attract greater repression from the 
Roman occupiers. They are also afraid that this will shake their status 
and security, for they serve in collaboration with and at the pleasure 
of Rome. And on an even deeper level? They don’t understand what 
is happening with Jesus. How could someone call a dead man out 
of the tomb? Jesus has claimed to be “resurrection and life.” Is this 
blasphemy? What kind of life might this be?

        They are afraid of what they don’t understand and the hidden 
places it touches in their souls.

       Is Caiaphas right that Jesus could bring down the wrath of 
Rome on both the people of Palestine and their leaders? Is his a nec-
essary devil’s bargain — to sacrifice one charismatic figure for the 
sake of keeping the uneasy peace?

        And we? What kind of self-deception or betrayal of our in-
tegrity will we engage in to hold onto our power, our privilege, our 
safety? What do we do when we are afraid? What is happening deep 
in our souls?

— Liz Maxwell
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