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2015 Lenten Devotional Introduction

Welcome to the 2015 Church of the Ascension Lenten
Devotional. This devotional is a reprint, from 2003. As you
complete each day’s readings and writings, we hope you will
feel encouraged to sit with God’s words and the words of our
current and former fellows from Church of the Ascension.

Lent is a deeply spiritual time for each of us which takes
meaning in as many unique ways as a snowflake that falls in
February. The Spiritual Development Committee hopes you
find the readings and writings helpful as you move through the
Lenten season, and prepare your heart, mind and body for the
Paschal Feast. Wherever you and God go on a journey over the
next 4o days, we hope you are able to do so with an honesty,
openness and willingness that allows God to touch you in ways
which bring you closer to God, closer to yourself and closer to
your fellows.

Thanks be to God.

The Spiritual Development Committee



| g The fu‘st‘."' -
‘]oel 2:1-2, 2-17  gre T received

& Isaiah. 58 1- 12‘-: ‘ashes, T .found -
“Psalm: 103 : 8-14 ‘myself - smil-

| 'A' e't.i n e él'd a y

-2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 - ing: the thumb -

Matthew 6 1 6 16 21  which was
- - P R R T . - makmg ‘the

'31gn of the cross on my forehead was the same

. thumb which, several months before at my bap- -

' tism, had made the same sxgn in the same place -

... with-chiisin; to- the words: you are marked as
. [Christ s own forever:” : SIS

A.lthough the solemnities of Ash Wednesday'

. can. seem.rathér lugubtious, the readings for . -

_ today are not about death, but reconcﬂlatlon,

N l:terally “’brmgmg together again.” How can: . =

~ we use this-séason of Lent to reconcile ourselves. - -

* with God? Some’ mlght give up chocolate or - |
television or miartinis, but the prophets havea’

-~ different idea.” “Rend your héarts and not your,

. garments,” advnses Joel. Isaiah tells us that -~ =
- fasting and sackcloth and ashes are not muich: e
" good uitless we feed the hungry, clothe and . -

House the poor. ]csus vells us quite spec;ﬁcaliy'

. how. to store up treasures in heaven. It's mor . -
e about trying to.appease God or bnbe Hnm, His

. _grace has rnade that: moot; . ; ‘
Ou: lives rnay pass like the flowers of the

L ficld, but the love of ‘thé Lord is. cvcrlastmg .

"~ God says, “return fo me with all. your heart,” -

- according to Joel. God wants to reconcile us-
~ with Himself, not because t6 dust we shall re- - .

- turn, *but because "we are marked as‘--;
Chnst’ s own forever !

" Pail$. Kabn -



Iﬂ my mmd the key-

Deuteronomy 30 15-20 to ‘these ~passages is o

9:18-25" chonce and God s[ove.
‘a1 m -1

God say: “I hve set before thee tl’llS day -

- life and good, and deathi and evil” We =
- are offered the chance to. dwell in the Iand o
" -.of the Lord. . ' . S

- . The choices involve lookmg at the world .
-and at us. We can choose to look and lis-

.. ten'to what i is outside us ‘and 1n51de aswell, .

" With our eyes-and hearts open, we will be .
~ able to sée the world before us and the re- © -
- sults of our choices, and sometimes those = .

- of others. We have the opportunity and

' responmblhty to observe and try-to deter-

In Deuteronomy 30:15, B

mine the consequencesof our chomes, what ..

the results. may be for ‘the whole world.

- - We are offered life, a full and good life: be-.

" “cause of God' s love. Of course, sometlmes- R

 this takes great faith.

. Because of ]esus and His: love for us, we -
. rnay choose to. follow Him with our choice-

'to say yes to-life. . We may choose to be

g .open to fove. " .-

We may choose the way of the Lord
“and reapthe benef:ts of such-a life, ‘one

" . that “brings- forth fruit” rather than a life - S

. of want-or withering, but one in whlch we
h w111 be loved and. cared for R ‘

- iLisaDuon;:. )



dition: ‘begin in the Christian' church?

- . Fasting as a ‘way of preparing'for a -
~_new life is .2 part of many traditions . i
_ and religions at different times of the: -
- year. For some it has a great deal of -
imeamng I' have. never made strong,
' conneetlons to it myself

His parables ‘about not puttmg ‘new

o cloth unto an old garment” or putting =

-~ “new wine into old.bottles” add an- -

. othér dimension to-the idea of prepa-" ..
-ration for rebirth — for his rebirth at

" Easter ‘as well ‘as my own. - These
_ideas have immediate meanmg for me
“after a recent .move to both a new
; home and a new office.. :

. ThlS year I will ry to make the most “- .
* of Lent as a time of reflection, and of ~~ .~
= _inner and outer eleansmg as best 1
" can.. There is a feeling of hope and -
_newenergy - in 'this .as Easter- and R
- . Spring approach. - Spring cleaning .. = -
" isn't:a bad thing! o e

Buff Kavelmen.'_‘

When’"

- Isaiah 58:1- 9a »Jesus told -
_.Matthew 9:10-17  ‘the Phari-
"'{Psalm 51 : 1-10 “'sees that his
- - :.' S dlSClp[eS_"_. :
. would fast after he was taken away, .

~ . from them, did that start the tradition

" of fasting for Lent? How did that tra-



:'S'atm.'da}.'.afte'r AshW'edliesdéy ,
. Isaiah 58:9b-14
"Luke §5: 27 32

-"'Ifind the
: Isalah text.
‘the ‘most .

sﬁ'ikmg “of

 Psalm 86:1-11

“the " -three

.passages.

. prisingly, a
:-hymn B s
' pralse of the:

- the Gospel'i_s— '
- one .of many
: .'statements

Savannah 2003 C

has comé “t0 call sinners. to repen- -
. tance.””  But Isalah states . Jesus™
“Summary of the Law," putting. -
~the:two élements in reverse order. -

* The- psalrnrrh__;._'_';.- a
is, not sur—‘,-”

: ‘that - Jesus o

o ‘He exhorts his reader to “feed the ‘-
. hungry : . .and satlsfy the needs of

~ the wretched ”. and also to be “4
restorer of houses in ruins” in or-'

~der o find favor with:God. Ounly :
" then does he insist on formal du--

- ties like observmg the  Sabbath.”

" - For Isaiah, then, outreach leads.to -

- rehglous practlces, ot v1ce versa:



| o If he were- W1th us today, he-
- “would be a- volunteer at the

o food pantry and the shelter,
" and also a worker on Habitat. =~

for I—Iuma.mty projects. -

. lt has been my expenence, '
to0, that various outreach ac--

tivities -have led to a_formal

.. religious - commitment com- .

. - pletely- abandoned shortly af-

ter I entered graduate school . .-

“more ‘than f1fty-f1ve years ago | | :

" in preparation for a career in'

- college teaching, ‘A commit--" - -
.. .ment to-books, to. teachmg, o S
- students, -and to . family ‘re- -

";plaeed ‘any vestigial - attach-"‘-

- merit’ to - transcendent values.

. jWe do not always x:eal1ze what - L
" we're doing while we re domg B

it, and it was only later that I
realized that these. activities,

| like the- shelter and food pan- o L
. try I 'was involved with later,
were forms of outreach and of -

L ‘worship, and that they could - o

- lead to 'eométl_lihgbeyohd'. o

Chales il



'Monday of the Flrst Week of Lent

--.Lewtlcus 19 1-2 11 18 The readmgs for._-.' .

",-.“Matthew 24 31 46 today‘ are direct,
P salm 19°: 7__ 1 4 explic:lt__an(_i.powerﬁll.

. ' - “What does.God want
jﬁ-om me?”  How oftén have you heard that or, perhaps, said -

" it yourself?. These reading frorn Leviticus lays it on the line

o _and there can be no doubt about what God expects from each
" of us, and how he wants us to- live our lives. Each directive

Often * people, say, . =~

.is clear and to the pomt No one can say they do not under— e C

C stand what He meant

ln Matthew, the consequences of how’ you hve your llfe'

. are clearly stated, " If you live a’ nghteous life, you will be L
rewarded with etemal life. If you were not a righteous per--...

- ‘son, you will go away to eternal punishment. In-addition to -
_the “rules™ stated in ‘Leviticus, the reading from - Matthew .
_ &tresses being kind, caring, considerate of others and lending

a helping hand. wherever it is needed. “He said it succinetly

. and clearly, “Truly I say-to you, as you did it to one of the
least of these my brethren, you did it fo.me.” At Ascension,

" . our outreach programs are an examiple of what ‘God has in-
© structed us to do and it 1s v1tal that we. contmue to support'

i " these programs

The Psalm Suing 1t all up and beautlfully describes how .

- we should live our lives and how we shouiid ‘help others. The o L

~  final verse of Psalm 19isa ﬁttmg elosmg to these readmgs

e Let the words of my mouth and the medltatlons of my SRR

‘ ‘heart be acceptable in thy snght 0 Lord my rock and my. .
: redeemer.” .

- Audrey Bird



- Tuesday.of the First Week of Lent

Isaiah 55:6-11 One wing ot
Ma‘éthew 6 7 ls:f trigues me. about the Lord’s

Prayer is-one little word, o

Psalm 3 4:15- i‘_ daily.

‘The word appears for the

first time in the Greek language in. the manuscripts of the New Tes-
. tament, perhaps invented by one of the- Evangelists. And itisa .
“curious thing, too — for the Greek la.nguage alteady had-a word ora
- phrase for expressing concepts like “every day™ or “common™ or  :
- *for today Perfectly-good ones,: in fact. But instead; ‘someone .. -
-chose a-word whose meaning is less clear. Later usages. of this - .

word suggest a multlpllmty of meanings: Give us today. ordinary - '

bread, our common food Give us today ‘the bread necessary for -
L ex:srem:e for our need.: Give-us the bread Jor today, for the current
" day, or even the bread for tamoriow, the bread of the ﬁt!‘ure .

St Jerome tra.nslated it intd. Latin as panis supersubstam:al:s -

' bread beyond substance or “supersubstantlal bread.” And it wound
" up in the official Latin. fiturgy. as parnis quoﬂdzanus —daily bread. .
. You see that, sadly, of all those cheices, . “daily” is somchow the -
J . leost evocative, the least poetic, the least mterestmg - and, yet, we
S may just be able to lwe mto this a.mblgmty a bit:* .

“ The bread that we eat is it not ... the body of Christ‘?” orso

o St. Paul asks — and we answer readlly, “Yes I believe.” Is it not our-.
- daily bread? Yes, of course. Is ii not our common food? Yes: The -
bread of necess:ty" Yes. The bread of the ﬁ:ture" Yes. ‘Our super- -~ |

" substantial bread" Yes, yes, yes' As the’ ad campaign asks; “What
“other food can sustain you for a ‘week?” - We cat-only the tiniest
..crumb, and take only the smallest 51p —and yet it is enough o

And is 1t not mqre than enough W sustam us, even in the mldst .

of horrors that we dare not lmagme?

Will it. not nurture us, even when we ihink we are’ beyond all‘

‘ hope‘? ’

Can it. not heal us, even when we suffer at the hands of the most

- horific evils?”

Wlll we -not be tra.nsformed by it, even when we stubbomly‘ -

g 1n51st that we no lbnger need this savmg help‘7 Yes, yes yes1

' _"-The Rev’d L Barrmgton Bates



'MaryGossy o

S Wednesday of the Flrst Week of Lent )

' _"‘Jonah 3 1 lﬂ Create in me a. .

 Luke 11:29232 clean hear, 0 God

. “and remew a right .
- Psalm Sl 11 18 s‘pirifwitﬁinnté. ‘ o

Jonah was a severe and r1d1culous person but when he'_‘

came wrth the word of the Lord.onhiis l:ps announcing, inits -
o 'streets that in forty days the city of Nineveh would be over-
- thrown, the people of that dirty old- city took him very seti- S
. ously. Assoon asthey heard the bad news; they put on. sack- -

cloth and fasted, and repented of whatever their sins were.

" This irritated Jonah tremendously, he had wanted to Watch':
 them go down in ﬂames - :

But the Lord had mercy ‘ S _
Jesus is in a bad temper h1mself when He bnngs Jonah':"

_"__mto the’ Gospel ‘The crowds are pressing; around him, look-
- ing, he'says, for a sign. Looking for some kind of blg news,
~.or some absolute clarification, or the one answer to all their
o problems. Lookmg, at the very least, for samethmg spec- :
; A-tacular Jesus-says that.all they will get is the sign of Jonah.
Nothing spectacular not even the drama of sackcloth and:
~ ashes. ~ : . :

“What is' the change of heart that Jesiis speaks of the .

; N Achange that is greater than. the one sought by God through g
- .. Jopah? . What is"this new repentance‘? How do I do #? I.. -
.Jook at what is staring me in the face already. You have a i

greater than Jonah a greater than .S‘olomon here Rrght

. ‘here, already

We are all in Love meg from that hope and falth is =

. contrltlon



P sa. 1 1 m

| _f‘-:Esther 14:1-6, 1214 Esther | o
Matthew 7 7 12 Perhapsyoureadabout

the . young Hebrew =
1 3 ,; - woman: Esther- and her =
" foe,”  the Persian_°

: '(Iraman') ane Mlmster Haman and/or read the Biblical o
book named for her in Sunday School or Hebrew School T
Have you celebrated Purim with famlly and ﬁ1ends or at-' Lo

' least heard about the holiday? '

Are Esther and her adversary, Haman, relevant to our,'_', : '

< Lent 2003‘?

The Hebrews were m exﬂe m Persxa (Iran) They had L
. adopted Persian names (Esther’s Hebrew riame was Hadas- - - -
- - -sah). . They had no doubt: assnmlated on the surface (dress o
" and .daily language for example) Some, worked. in the
. _Pemlan government. - Prime ‘Minister . Haman demanded,, T
. _that they worship the Persian gods; accept Pers1an ethlcs e

assnmllate splnmally, 1ntelleemally, morally o
We too are in exile, pressured by vanous “I—Iamans” to =

- worship idols; to live-inhuman values. -

We ‘have elected some of our Hamans glven them legal -

* " pOWer over us - _and they have greedﬂy grabbed more, ap- . ..
. pointed Hamans worsé -than themselves These Hamans .

beat thé. drums for a war of revenge which will end ina "

Pyrrhic victory; for:a creeping inerrant, theocracy They' v
_ preach the security of an imperial presidency and a police
U natlon promiote. the rav1shmg of the Earth, our home

Other Hamans are our own cravmgs for securl‘ty, accep-

S tance keepmg up w1th the Joneses la dolce vzta These }

o Col:rlnuec{ or;ﬁage 1w



urge us to accept the culture of -
. executive -and. COrporate greed
_ and: ‘malfeasance; - promote re-

segregation and national 'isola-

tionism; idolize youth health and_
' ..wealth T

_ lee Esther ouir challenge is to
g be loyal to our God, that is to our
" most ethical, loving selves so that
--we may enter into-life. (Matthew e
19 17) ‘Like Esther we groan,
~ help me who am alone and have e
“no_helper but-You (Esther 14:3) - .=
so that we can to live the two .-
- great commandments (Matthew
S22 36-40) tost what it may. And‘
-, at this time-it does and will cost
o 'dearly . - S
, Our Mother-Father knows- "
o 'what we ‘need before (we) ask
- (Her/)Hzm (Matthew 6:8) And
. -this' Let 2003, -about. 18 months -
after September i1, we need all
" God’s help we can get to live
" love of our God. (and mot an-
other’s); love of neighbor regard- =~
_ less of ethmc:ty, skin color, age; -
. " .. health, economlc status; and love. .
of self as:we’ are moment—by- .
-moment ' -

on the day I called You answered

‘me, You mcreased my Strength of soul
(Psalm 138: 3) L

: Ma'rgé OfCOl_lnell _



" Candace Lombardi © -

Frlday oi‘ the’ Flrst Week of Lent

-‘-."Ezeklel 18 21 28 When Lenten
_Matthew 8- 20 26 Meditation time- comes. . .
-P_ s a l m

-. 1 3 0 ar_ound, I a_lways agreeto
-~ .Y "participate: even' though .1 -
know I, will -agonize over

L ~',every word 1 -irite. But that’s the point, I volunteer precizely .
~because the assignment, challenges me;; -because it forces me to
. feflect carefully and* -prayerfully on the meaning of the lessons

' and the insight I glean from them This and other volunteer ac+

tlvmes I'm engaged in, such as the Shelter Program, call upon

" my time, patience, energy, understanding, etc: and I come away -

- better for it. . Even though I may enter into a task kicking and
| screamiing, F'lmow that once done; I will take away something

A -p051t1ve I will gain in some way. Whether my ‘social awareness. . -
s increased or my, spiritual. growth enhanced, I mature as a hu-- Co
C man bemg and Chnstlan ‘at least that is my’ hope S ' '

God is always challengmg us raising the bar upsetting our

- complacency, asking us to do miore; to be- more. The Gospel
. reading for today tells us; that we will be judged, not- only, for
" - “breaking the Law, but also, for harboring ili ‘will or anger-to-

" wards our friends, family, neighbors, colleagues, etc. - Before we-

are truly worthy to approach God’s Table, we are told we must

- first resolve our dlfferences ask for forglveness settle any dlS-A ,
putes. -- o : . . o

A very tall order a seemmgly impossible "order gwen our

‘ 'human nature! But the Old Téstamént and Psalm readings- give .
us-hope that even though we are tembly flawéd creatures, God - -
- applauds every successful effort we make at following His ten- ~
"~ ets: Indeed, God will forget all onr-past offenses if we “consider
.+ and tym away from all transgresswns .7 1 1iKé to think that -
. _even though we may try and fail many times to understand, for- -
.. give-or feel generous toward our feilow human beings, Gad will .
be there to celebrate, indeed, embrace every one of our success
* ‘stories no matter how small ' . R



Saturday of the Flrst Week of Lent 7 :

-_Deuteronomylﬁ 16 19 Be yethereforeperﬁct '
M a tthew 5: 4 3- 4 8 impossxble' S
P s a E m 1 1 9 1 8 Even as your Fathér

Tmpossibiler! ~ And
‘no  help: - - | the ‘term .

“perfect,”. ar
“complete,” _even
‘hope'léssl - .

The pllgrlm soul, in -
this pictire from a 17"‘7 '
century  devotional’

-book, is well awdre of
_ the problem. - .She un-

‘rinthine pits threaten to
_swallow her

‘ - A very wise pnest_'
‘used to tell me, “The
S A _-bible ‘doésn’t teach us
| Of that my wagyes e Diweted - 1o be good, It teaches -
| tofeepethy Statutes. - F5.1195  us fo be holy.” .The
S e W SimpueaSady . qun rises on the evil
C . and the good and the -

g In heaven‘ s perfect. .

. the Greek text gives us ~

“teleios” also means - -

~“absolute.” - It sounds- - - LD

- feignedly desires to be - -. .
‘nghteous but the laby-

R S - ‘fain falls”.on the just .~ . _
- From Francis Quarles Emblemes 1635 - and the unjust alike. If' o

- From English Emblem Books . “we try to be holy, or -
© by Rosemary Freeman,. I 966 Octagon " eyen if‘Wé ‘don’t; we
: “VBooks Im:' New Yarlr. ‘s!?au. th.Bfé f_orsak_en.‘ ;

Uiz Hill




4 IStel‘l and obey All three .

‘readmgs are centered on this essential

- -teaching. - Isaiah writes that the beasts of
. the -earth know their master better than
~ the Israehtes who rebel ‘against the Lord,

i -In Matthew 23, God tells us-to listen to- o

. 'the lawglvers (the Pharlsees) but obey_-
- him:

‘ -they preach, so we should not' emulater '

o ‘_them Do not call them’ "Teacher" ‘ N
- "Father" or- Leader - there is only Gne :

" He alone cah cleanse you of your sins -

- -, obey God and live eternally. . Psalm 50 ' '

cautions us to. offer sincere thanks to -
. God; and to do what ‘we have promised:
‘to do; again we are admomshed to listen

The Pharlsees do not practlce what .

..;f “to Him or suffer the consequences. How'_ o
" harditisto really listen. ‘ '

There are so many dlstractlons of our .

o own makmg ‘We percelve God's truth .
* . through carefully arranged filters which:

- bring us closer to the "reality" we prefer,

o rather than what God has’ actually given--
‘Obedience. is equally hard to accept - -
D and lmplement we fake, what-is simple

~.and make it needlessly difficult, worry- -
ing:about how we will appear to others,
~or to ourselves. Ttis our chmce then to

be chxldren of EOENEEEE

Bl e Isaiah 1:2- 4, 16- 20; .
Phaisess. - Matthew 23; 1 12
- Psalm 50: 7-15,22-24

‘ 'Demse Kelly Tuesday of the Second Week of Lent- B



. few yéars ago | was struck by the phrase o
- “schools of charity,” a graceful way of describingthe
. role of the church for the individual,” We may be - .
~ made in God's- image, bt charity - true caring for
_:.one another on Jesus terms does not come: naxu- )
‘ raIly ‘ : . a

) Bless tlzem that curse “you, and pray for them
o whrck despitefully use you.” It is some comfort to me -
to realize that this is not expected to be easy. Why
" do we observe Lent every year if not to go back to
.. our school of charity, puttmg our own needs aside
. fora season‘? Baptism inay mark: us profoundly,-but
.- it's just a'start. Tlike to.think of the spirital life as 4
o splral cycling dround through: the church year,
" -atonement and. rcdemptron but in some way makmg_ oo
* some progress each time. The spiral may godown - -
- rather than up for a space of years, but. God w1llmg, Lo
. we fird “our bca.rlngs and continue that splralmg
ascent into true chanty : o

TO tke Lor d belong merczes “and forg:veness A
. even though we rebelled against him.

) God glvcs us exemplars of chanty, not only Je-
L sus but also the saiits we- know in the flesh, people |
... . whose climb o ‘the spiral may iot look high to tﬁen'g '
but teaches us a thing or two. And yet.it feels very
* hard to-know just where we are going. Each ofus -
. has a unique destiny. to dlscover through the cultiva- -
' ",tlon of charity. . , L

Appmachmg th,:s Lent my. prayer is very: famﬂ‘
. __xar I cannot imagine another way to start. Help s,
- O°God of our-salvation, jbr the glory of thy
. name; and deliver nmmeam—

us, andpurge away D a n 1 e V 3

our -sins,. . for thy

. name's sake.. Luke 6 27 38

Téd-'wiprud'_ - Monday of the Second Weik of Lent




) _::'and be changed

2 I Jeremiah, the story of the pot-
-~ ter molding a spoiled piece of clay

into ‘a2 work of art is a- beantiful

. .metaphor our own brokenness can:

be “remade” by God. Likewise, we.

- read in -the Psalm, “I have passed'_ S
* out of mind like one who is dead; T

'have become a broken vessel.” The, B

.. .psalm follows with God blessing -
"and ‘making, whole something ‘that
* . 'was " broken. The- gospel reading -
"+ illustrates the broken mature of Je- - -
" sus’ disciples. “While Jesus talks

abotit his passion and death, his dis-'

" ciples are only concemed about who
- will be at his right hand.’ s

“We can all- identify with the bé-

“havior of the. disciples. We' know

that: ultlmately, however, they mend . °

" " their. ways- and furn toward God, =

. ,That is what repentance is all about. ~ -

- Many t;mes I am sure we all’ have .
- felt like broken pieces .of clay. I .

know how these-feelings can keep .~ " .
“us -away from'a closer connection . .-
. with-God. These feadings, however,
'assure us that we ‘are in good com- .
. pany. Even with all our faults, we .~
" know. we can change if we let'the . -

* . Great Potter mold us. Lent is. that_

-'specaal time when | o ————

~. we can both change 1
| Matthew 2@ 17 28
Psalm 31:9- 16

Jeffrey S. Truglla Wednesday uf the Second Week of Lent -

| 15




h@ joy and wonder of the spiri-.

* tual journey in our lives. has little .
. or-pothing to' do with material -
* " well being. . Wealth, power, ele-

* " ments of beauty - if removed and

separated from. the soul inevita---
 bly lead to’ aggressmn arrogance ;

and avarice. But if part of the
fabric of a life that is rooted ih an -~
awarenéss that God is the ulfimate =

- guide for all that is good, the evil
. that"ﬂows[thmugh our human life -~
* is overcome and the love which is .
~at the core of our bemg can ‘be ’ '
discovered.  This. is .the true "~

- wealth, power- and beauty of our -

“ - existence. '

" To.go beyond the self and into

,?...,the realm- of .God is to be trans-
- ported, whether by the sayings of -

B prophets ot'the aets of others,ina -
- - .manner that glves ‘grace to our:

. lives.and meaning to our every- - |
. . day: thoughts and feelings. It'is
, also much more. fun than Just
: ;moﬂey and Jeremlah 17 S 10
Sueeess. " Luke 16:19-31"

" - John Samuels "~ Thursday of the Second Week of Lent - -




@S ealousy and envy are such potent ernotions. Joseph’

Lo . brothers are driven to near homicidal tage by ]ealousy for their - :

' " father’s special régard for their brother. Similarly, in Jesus’ par-  *
able, the vineyard’s teriants are driven .t murder the vineyard
owner’s son out of envy for his inheritance. Both Joseph and the .

.vineyard owner’s son come to giief because of the jealousy -and

- envy their privileges incite in those around them. But'the perpe-
trators come to giief as well. Joseph’s brothers will eventually be

P “driven from their homes by .severe famine. Jesus indicates that -

. - the: vmeyard owner s revenge upon the lqllers of his son_ w1ll be -

o sevére. )

J esus’ story dcscnbes his own fate in parable. [ts Juxmpost- '
. tion with Joseph’s-story points to how similar Joseph’s fate is to
"Chirist’s. Like Jesus, Joseph was rC_]cthd by his own. Like Jesus, -
) Joscph’s fate was cventually to'reigh. Though cast down, envied, -
punished and persccutcd God’s plans for Jesus and Joseph were -
ultimately ‘to raise them fo hetghts that then' persecutors could
never have 1magmed : ‘ '

P Our _lealousy ¢an be hurtful fo thoso whom we cnvy But we"

. do damage to ourselves when we become absessed by these emo-.
_itions. When these pewerful emotions take us over, it’s as'if a free

: takes foot in us. The tree may grow, becoming talt and ovcrshad-

- owing. But its roots feed upon our-very hearts. .- ‘ ‘

Though belng consumcd by ‘jealousy . and _envy- lS pamful, .
- bcmg their object can be worse. - It is so dlfﬁcult when thosg -
arotind us focus iheir resentments on us. Bu as Christ remmds;
. us, what is rejected: by some. can become highly valued by others

] In th:s season of. Lent, we pray that God msmres inusa nght
] focus on all that we. have been given, rather than on what has'been™
) o givento others. And we pray that when we feel rejccted by others.
"1 .7 that we remember that -our g I E—
o ~God loves-us and values us —

- to. the point of taking on our GeneSIS 37 3 -. 28 |
> :- '.-"Ezgharéﬁccureillﬁ sasi:i:t‘flz;l:g M a tt h ew 2 1 3 3 4 3
TR Psalm 10 s 1 6 22

. Mark COHIHS o Frlday in the Second Week of Lent
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he passages “about whlch I’ was asked ie}

reflect all touch upon the magnanimity of

7 . God - that’ benevolent, often sudden and -

surpnsmg forglveness — ‘generously . be-

stowed, unbeckoned and seemmgly unde-"

served.

Personally, and perhaps I am lucky in my
acquamtances I have found that this quality o
is not. excluswe to God. At times, sadly too

" numerous to mention, when. 1 have said or o

dorie an. injurious things - perhaps not inten-

 tionally. but certamly thoughtlessly « over =~ 3

. and again I find in friends, relatives, co-

" -cism and homophob;a, If
" take.-comfort in knowing |
-~ that forgiveness, tolerance| -
.and generosity ~of ' spirit| -
"also-exist and thrive. Dur- |

- tion,- 1 hope- ‘to look for| - 3
- these. qualltles in the life}

.. them in abundance, " ex-|. ;-

- writer not assigned- to g

‘ fthat I feel God’s .response
“to - Micah’s . challenge to
. “show - 'us_ marvelous

workers the' capacity to- forglve without Tan-.
cor ‘or resentment. It is in these moments

fhi'ﬁgs - In"a werld that
tan contain' terforism, ta- |-

ing this season of reflec-

around’ e and, finding|. "

CIalmmg (tO quOte a Bnmceﬂr]"me 1_ S —_— samm w9

" me), O wonder! How

siany goodly orédsures Mlcah 7 14 15 18 zol

.are there here!™ H"“’Luke 1.5 11 21'"—

beautecrus mankind is!

0 brave new world that-Psalm 103 1 4, (5 8)9 "12’ s

‘ has such people in it.

' Vm nght T Saturday of the Second Week of Lent'



E love & good soap opera. Na'aman was a big, . _

- wig'in the Syrian army. He would have been -

*.a media superstar except for one thing - that

- pesky leprosy: Durmg one particular pillage -

of Israel, Na’aman picked up a “little maid”

- for his wife. "Even ‘the maid was 1mpressed,
“ ' with her new masfer, “Your husband is da

bomb” the little maid-told her mistress, “Too -

. .bad about that. leprosy thing.. ~You know, - ::
" __,there s a guy back home that could help hlm "
- out.” '

Mrs Na’aman told her husband the good' -

" news. 'He told the King of Syria about the -

o possible cure: and the ng sent Na’aman. off -

with- -lots - of o

: -‘_Monday of the Tlm'd Week uf Lent 'money to pay
- R o .. for. the  treat-

2 Kings 5:1-15b  mas Awer

- ently ~forgeiting-

C Luke 4:23-30  oomnmat

: - dress from the ..
Psalms 42 1 7 little. maid, -
e . Na’aman  went

P o ' .- siraight: to. the .
o ng of Israel That kmg really freaked when
~ he'-learned . thé Teason . for N’aman’s- visit.
. “I’m can’t cirre leprosy. You’re just trymg fo
" make me look bad,” ‘he whined as he tore hls"
- . clothes for dramatlc affect o ‘ '

, In one of those mexpllcable comcldences'
L usually reserved for DAYS OF OUR LIVES, El-r
~.isha, the real healer, heard of the clothes rip-

- . ping incident and told the ng of lsrael that . :
“he’d help the Synan VIS;tor "S0 Na’aman .

' -and_his entourage hiked to Elisha’s- place
. There the prophet told him to jump in the .
‘ rwer seven tlmes and he’d be. healed Aﬁer .

N (commued onpage'15) -



traveling all that way with hopes of -
.a rmracle cure, Na’aman was furious
“that Elisha prescribed such non-
sense. Buit one of his posse thought

" Na’aman should at least give itatry. .
7 He did.: Voﬂa1 The . Ieprosy was j- e

. gone. .
. ln a tw15t worthy of ‘As THE" _
- ,WQRLD Turns, Jesus recounted-the

" story “years. later. He' reminded ‘a
bunch of scholars that even though -

' '.Ellsha had the power to-cure fep- -

C rosy, Na’aman, a commander of the

.- enemy’s army, was the only one that

- came to him for help.. Now what on': - R
" earth is that about? . Surely he was- :

it the only one. seekmg help with - S

" his diseasé: C_erta_.mly the ll@tlema_ad" ‘
_‘wasn’t the only one who knew of
Elisha’s -wisdom. 1'd imagine she -

had’ even gossiped -about it at the .

‘Jordan  River Laundromat ¢So_'

S what’s up'? '

. David Martin >

It’s that “can’t see the forest fOr ‘

-",the trees” thing. * God .is right in."

-front of us every day of our lives.
As today s psalm states, our souls _
thirst; for God S :

Open your eyes Open your mmd Open ,

~your heart, The possibilities for:our lives ;
are endless. - You just have to know where. .
_to look and accept the answer when itar-

...and tune in, t_omorrow. _



. @@plng score is. somethmg we humans

' “love to do, We focus on who has the’ winining sports -

. teams—what is théir record, what are the players’ statis-

tics? The: temptatlon to quantlfy things affects our per~ - .
~ sonal and professional lives. 'What kind of salary does

- ‘someone make? How many square feet in the apart- .-

'ment" ‘Who has the highest’ GPA" Who- has received' .

o _"more honors or awards‘?

i But God’s ways-are not our ways, as thc 1esson from; L
" Matthew’s. Gospel shows s, Peter asks the question for

all of us—"How many time$ do I have to forgive an_-
other person who has sinned against me?” He, like us, is

T sceklng to quantlfy forgl\ff:ness “Just give me a nule to

:-Tuesday 01' the Thu-d Week of Lent

- follow,
~Lerd:?
"But Jesus
says - we

Sog of the Three oung Men 2 4 11 2 Oa
"Matthew 18: 21 35
Psa l__ m 2 5 -,1 0

are - to
forgive:

not seven

‘times,: but

seventy

) severl.. “OK Lord 50 I’ll have to get a blgger scorécard,
but now I understand the nile.. 1 must forgive exactly
490 times, and that’s it?”" The parable that foliows

" shows us that this is ot the point.

times -

Fhe servant whosc debt was forgwen owed a- mmd- Lo

' bogglmg sum, as a talent was more than 15 years’ wages °

-- of a faborer: ‘Yet it was all forgiven. Inste;id of return-- .

"ing this forgivenegs, the servant insists on enforcing a -

+ .~ 'much smaller-debt owed to him. Afier all, he is'human,’
and h1s instinct is to- keepr score and balance hxs ac-

‘counts. -
Thanks be to God thax God does not keep score, if

. we'learn'to forgwe as we have’ been forgiven. Whata =

*. precious-gift io comfort us during this penitential season.

. Jokin Grimes .
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A . 4 bedlence is at the heart of today s réad-
- ings. ' Obedience ~that i is, obeymg orders <has
always been a challenge for me. I amnot -

o good at domg what others orcler me to do.

. The Lenten tradltlon of obedience is to
' .perform dcts of perutence and abstinence. But h
Lentisalsoa tlme of renewmg our faith. -

- We can show our love’ of God by makmg'-_ :
" .quiet time ‘to be with him. My’ act of obedi-’

. ence is to sit still and be quiet each day. Sit ‘

- and breathe - deeply, breathing in the love of

- ‘God, breathing out anxisty and distraction. .
 Breathing m Chnst's mercy, breathmg out all_, :

. dis-ease.

) After © a Wednesday of the Tlnrd Week m ent _- - 7

‘few min-

utes of Deuteronomy4 - 5 9\

s u ¢ h-

‘breathing,  Matthew 53 17 19‘,
my mind _Prs a_l m- --78 :1-6

o will quiet.
1 focus on’

S oné word to- sﬂence 1nner chatter Jesus per— o
-haps Or mercy. '

Now submlsswe and qulet I dsk nothmg I L
empty myself. T listen for a still, soft voice. :

~ ‘When the quiet time ends, 1 make no- Judg-‘
" ‘ments about it, - ‘Whether it -was good nr bad, . .

o _‘successﬁ;l or not

Sometlmes shadows Lift within me. 1 m1ght‘ 2
. hear a ‘word, or féel the Creator's- presence
* Things may. feel -oddly new :

God speaks in silence. Obeymg is makmg
some silence so that one can hear,:
“Be still and know ghat‘l am God.””

* . Efainie Kellams



: -Obedaence and Freédom : ‘ F
Why do we obey '

bedlence and Freedom.

What is obedlence‘? Why do we cooper-_ '

L at_e in everyday life? We agree to cooperate °
- 1o make. things go better or maybe we don’t
even think about' whether or not. things will® |
go better. Cooperatxon keeps things going on.-
track. We stop at traffic. lights; " alternately. .-
. -yield where two lanes are ‘converging intothe .
" tunnel. “This is the best way to keep traffic
' ﬂowmg and mamtam contmulty and order

Law and Order

B 'Thursday of the Thlrd Week m Lent -

'j'Jeremlah 7 3 28

Luke 11:14-23

"__:P.S_a._l.m. ) 956 =11

'God’s Law‘? Why dowe -
“put on - Christ?”
 Dietrich- Bonhoeffer said -
that obed1ence comes.
from faith. ‘and - 4t the -

. ‘same . time falth comes
_fiom obedience. with no "<

-in the two. The wonder:

ful mystery is that freedom and joy also oc- .
* cur simultaneously as free glfts :

 Ohbeying: traffic laws and dlsplaymg traf-

- fic'good manners-gives us a sense of freedom -
- .or cornfort to know that othérs are also- .coop-
_ erating and may not run into us on the road.

~But the gift of freedom whlch is gwen toA

Cus through' obedlence/falth is truly j Joy: whlch
_ ’passes ail understandmg L '

The first Sunday after the Eplphany we E

E _sang 2 hymn Lord your cross- on us be A
- - signed, that, like the wise in God's service, .-~ . | .-
; ,wemayperﬁctﬁ-eedomfnd oo LT

'Van Rodgers "
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- F or me this is. deja vu all over agam
C These are ‘the same- passages T was .
‘asked to consider last-year. And whata o
difference a year makes. -

, Retum 0 I.srael 1o the Lord your .
: _God for you have stumbled became of R
your iniquity. . - o

- IDoes this or does this not’ ‘address us.

* " here today, ‘as we face’ up to greed-and -

- ~scandal in business, racism and gelfish” - 1 -
_ ness i politics and bellicosity among R
.. those who we ‘choose to lead us. '

_ La am: the: Lard Frulay of the Tlurd Week i in Lent
- your: -God' who __

. brought you out.
of the lond of ‘Hosea 14:1- 9
Egj;pt” says the, Mark 12:28- 34

< - psalmist. But my

" people did. not Psalm 81 8 14
o listen L fo my-' o ——
. voice.: soIgave' I R
© . them over'to their stubbom hearts 0

. follow thezr own counsels ‘

Yet if we do mend our ways I wzll S -
o be like the dew 1o Israel, God says. = -
- They shall - again_ live -beneath my.
- shadow they shall ﬂourzsh Izke a gar-
- den. :
Plece of cake that ' :
, How do wé. retum when we: have'
goneastray? C B

__C'omi'nue'd-onpage‘z_(}r ’ \ o



A There sa clue here in the pas-
", sage from Mark: - Hear, O Israel, . -
 .ithe Lord our God, the Lord is one; "~
- and- you shail Iove the Lord your
. God with all your heart, and with
ol your soul Land . wn‘h all your
strength. '

And how to do this? ]he PSalm_"-

jlst says, Tove God and wa[k in_his
*ways.-And what are those ways?

Hear Hosea Those wko are wise

- understand these things; those who .-

: --".are dzscermng know them. For the
- ways of the Lord aré r:ght and the" S

E ‘upr:ght walk in them o

' We try to kid ourselves that we,"‘

" don’t kiiow- what this means: And -
- surely there are complexities, there .
- _dre tough decisions. There are bal-.
. ‘ancing acts. But we need to:face” " .
it sometlmes it’s- pretty - srmple' B
_"We 'may not like ‘it, but we really - ~*
__know how we should act.. Doing -
‘the right thing " may be hard, but
. kilowing ‘what it: is, ‘most of the '
- time, isn’t that tough. i

Question is, do we ldve God :

- enough to do'it?- Or are we negotx- -

' “ating with him? Are we. followwg B
~ the devices and desires of Our own
: hearts‘? ' '

How stubbom are we‘7

Isabel Spencer



_ he message of today’s ~ three read- .-
- ings seems clear.’ In Hosea, we read,
““Let-us return to. the Lord..He will heal =
us...He will bind.us up.”” In Psalm 51,
‘we find, “The sacrifice acceptable to-
.God .is a_ broken spirit; a
" broken and contrite
heart,..”. In Luke, the tax
colléctor bemoanmg his| 4
sinfulness is - justified and |
‘thereby exalted. . Thef. -
- overtly religious Pharisec is|
mot o rein
What God seems"
“to"-wants ‘of ‘us ‘is

Tr:enfﬂf: - e Smarmdr '

. +honest introspection. Saturday of the Thlrd Weekin Leit.

Genuine honesty in ‘ e
% this regard, how- e e A -__” -
ever,-Tequires a rec-- H 0 S e a 6 ° 1 6

-ognltlonofourown Luke 18 Q- 14
 imperfectjons, - “our :
_ f-ov\?n : smfulness Psalm 5 1 l 5 20
- Depending.on where TR : HEa S
‘we are in life’s- Joumey, our reactionsto -
this- message might be qutte different.
: For those facing-a spiritual crisis, today 5
.- message should be comforting ~ imper-.-
.- fections, “if  faced . head on, ‘can be
- “forgiven”, the - burden lifted. | For those
- not suffering similar trials, 1mperfec-'i
" . tions, sinfulness, -might fot be so self-"
evident. For this latter group, today 5§
message Inay. be dlsturbmg Itis anun- ..
- comfortable reminder that “good people” .~
- face the same spiritual risks as the Phari- -
. -sees of the Gospel. . No son.or daughter.
"_--of ‘Adam. escapes. the on-going call to. -
_ 'repentance In tha end we all need Lent

- Vmcent.l Trugha



E he ’ -‘ " Monday of tlle Fourth Week in Lent
perlod of Lent - - B HE R

~is usually associated
.,w,th. e elf. Isanah 65 17 25

- examination, " fasting,  J oh n 4 4 3 - 5 4
" self-de
. Psalm 30 1-6, 11.13
- mortality. Therefore, . . N S
it ‘was most refreshing to read scrlpmres ‘ o
~ .. -dealing “with happiness, healmg, falth T
-andthankﬁllness ' L
Isalah’s message deals w1th God’
.. promise to° ‘the- people. of Israel that-he
" will create “new heavens- and & new -
earth” and restore Jérusalem.- Peace w1ll- '
. relgn and the mhabltants w1ll dwell in’
+** happiness and- secunty -

o In John we are told about an ofﬁcml,__' B

_of Capemaum who begs Jesus to cure his -

- -son who i is on’ the verge of death. Jesug

says, “Go; your son wilf live.” The man

- doesn’t retum honie untll the following -
. day because: hlS falth in Jesus® word is
" sufficient. 'He- knows h1s son has been o
" healed. . :

Psa]m 30 reveals the psalmlst‘ st
thankﬁ.lhless to ‘God for ‘healing his ill- -
" ness. He praises 'God for rescuing him *
- from death’ and restoring him to a llfe of X
happmess : -

After readmg these three scnpture
_selectlons 1 am’more than’ ever aware of :
- "God’s goodness and. blessings and know . ..
~ that he will surely watch over us now
*. and always. I believe these readings can =
. be of help espec1ally when we, expen-
- ence feelings of-despair or lack of faith. -

 Lillie Burkhardt .



En il three of tﬁese Tuesday of theFourth Week in’ Lent-
passages I see. eompan n I .

-‘_'sons made, in one way Ezeklel 47 1- 9 12
" or another, between the" J O h ll 5 1 - 1 8 ) ‘.

P ublqultousness power. __ :

. and pervasivenéss _of 3 8

A -waterandofGod S
We know that God’s power fills the umverse -

and we ‘want to tap mto that power. Or do we?

More oﬂen than not when. we' say “Thy w1ll. o
‘be done,” what we really mean is “Thy will be -~
-done my. way™! Why is this 50? Because God’s
power, like water, can’ sometimes have a wild,
untamed quality to-it and can break into cur fives’
; -‘m unexpected ways and in unexpected places

L Jesus asks the paralyzed beggar, Do you wam‘, N
- to get welI? (John 5:6) Nétice that the man does . .
_ not request Jesus’. help; he doesn’t say, “l.ord,
. ‘heal me!™ It is Jesus who . approaches the .man.’
. - One of the commentaries on this verse states that a -
- -beggar of that day could stand to lose a profitable -
- '(and easy) income if he were cured. Get up! Prck )
" up your mat and walk.. (John 5:8) The man is .
- healed; apparently he has no choice! See youare .
. well again. Stop sinning or something worse may
L happen to you. (John 5:14) Not only does the man~ -
- receive an- unsohclted healing, but he’ recewes an. - .
" ‘unsolicited lecture as well' o .

Was the ‘man grateﬁxl‘? The B;ble doesn t
B real[y say. Godis.. . an ever-present’ help in.
~ ‘trouble. (Psalm 46:1) Ever present, like’ water,
- but when you pray, be prepared for surprises.
Ged will always ‘do what is best; but His plans
. 'may be dlfferent ﬁ'om yours' o

John‘--Seni'g_ -



Tl"uly.s..- .
L ouly T say Isalah 49 8 15

o you, he
‘Who - hears J ohn 5:

C - my - word Psalm 145 8 19
and " be-  eee—— RN

ligves him who “sent. e, has o

eternal life; he does not come

. ﬁom death toli fe

Wednesday of the FourthWeék-"ixi Lent .

19-29

‘into’ judgment, bit- has passed'_ -

Touacdépt' JeSu's"is to accept o '
- eternal hfe and to re_]ect Himis - -

death. .

We must hear Jesus words )
- and beheve in the Father.

-John 5 24;" |

Irf domg this we enter mto a.

- new relationship . quite apart ..
©from anything the world around .- -
. us knows. “We enter into a new:

~relationship- . of “God’s love

.where fear of death is bamshed'

and our death. becomes -a com—_. S

" - mencément to etemal reward."-

~ To follow- Jesus® example =

" and accept His way of life is the-
~ ultimate way to peace- and hap-
' ‘pmess However, to reject Him -~ _
is the path to death and _]t.ldg-.' S
'i ment ‘ . :

.- PhilipRagland -
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Thursda of the Fourth Week m Lent
EIB one of the readmgs ., A L ———

for - today,  ‘Exodus-
: 32714 wewﬂnessaEX{jdus 32 7 14

-curious transmon in J 0 §‘l n 5 3 0 4 7
o fhe mamative. While poaim 106:6-7, 19-23 .
- 'MoOses is receiving the s ———
“famous tablets contammg the Ten Commandments
- the Israelites are busymg themselves with another =~
" of the ‘great Biblical images ~ the Golden Calf. -
God warns Moses that “. thy people -have cor-
rupted themselves” and says “now’ therefore let me
. alone that my wrath may wax hot. against themand -~
~ that I may consume' them,”  Moses, cooler, more
" levelheaded, persuades God -against it. . What
-~ would the Egyptians think? Moses reasons: .That
- He, the God of the Hebrews, for the sake’ of mis-
ohlef had saved them oniy to destroy them later? ~

. The Lord, takmg his  point, repented of the: evil
which he thought to do unto his people

' -Here, in thns strange passage, we see a puzzlmg;
sw1tch in. roles — for it is ‘Moses, the creature, who =
- is calling God, the Creator, back to His higher self. . -
. Throughout the ‘Old Testament, -we witness agdin - .
- and again this perplexmg dlchotomy in"the nature
~.of God —-wherein ‘God appears, in His god-like o
wrath and revenge, niot god-like at all ~ but rather_
more like one of the worst of His own creatures; -
"iBut as the great. scribes .of the Bible progress in =
. their writings, the image of God .deepens and ma- " .
_ tures — God becomies. more fully human and more .
- fully divine — until He is. totally integrated ‘into the
mamfestatlon of : Jesus Chnst - the Word made
' -Flesh : S

Matthew Snoiy"‘ '



S the closmg encore’ of R .
L the Voices of Ascension’ WlSdOlﬂ 2 1a. 12 24
""" concert - this past Christ-’ >
‘mas; soprano ~ Marvis :
Martin $ang an- ethereal P 8 a ] m 3 4 1 5 5 2_“; L
- rendition .of “This Little e
Light ‘of Mine.” It shook me- {0 the dore & with its sun-" o
- ‘ple utterance and inner- radiance. - it’s childlike affir- - .
~ mafion of what truly lies at the core of the Christian - - -

. Lus. :

Frlday of the Fourth Week in Lent .

John 7:1-2, 10, 25- 30

life; to allow God’ s llght 116) shme w1thm and through

What is the Chnstlan hfe we stnve to reahze" In_ .

~the context of a multl-cultural soelety, lt is offen a
* lonely and .ill-defined journey.. How do.we keep our =

relationship with God alive and find a way: for God’s

-revelations to inform our interactions with the world?:
. - Afriend observed that my sfrong 1 emotlonal response S
-, 'to the song - was:partly due to being ¢ open 10 'the beauty o
~ and truth of both the dehvery and the message. - As |
- know through my own experience, it is all too easyto . -
: keep a discreet distance from anythmg that may shake S

things up in. the balance of my everyday life.-
¥n today’s Psaim, the believer is promlsed suppon-l_

. and solace. The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, .
- and saves the crushed in. spirit. The corollary to'this .

réassuring promise is ‘that the Christian life’ is not"_ ‘
without risk,’ struggle or isolation. In John’s Gospel -

- Jesus experiences physical danger.as a result of his- -
- Messianic assertions to the world. We probably will:
.never face a singilar situation as a result of outward | .
. .mamfestatlons of our falth However I belleve there'
s rea] danger within:us. e

. (coniimued on page 32)



) L : ) (conrmued ﬁ'om page 31}; o
o ‘From the Book ‘of Wisdom, we hear -

~ the ebservations of the rrghteous man, -

from the vantage point of the wun-

T rzghteous world, The very s:ght of - 7

.}hrm is a burdén -to us, because his -
manner of life is unlike that of others,

L andhlswaysare Strange. We gre RN
. considered by him as something base,

and he avoids our ways.as unclean.:

E In the urban landscape of our well~
'appomted lives, I would suggest we
contend with an internal dialogue that .

" ¢oritains the .essential question of - -

- these words from Wisdom; which side:

o " of the: “rlghteous divide are we.on? -

“The answer is sometimes very trou-

blmg, and all the- more reason to con-. - -

> . tinually look to'God for gurdance and‘

B reassurance.

In this season of contemplatron )
may we hear the Good Shepard s
vaice, no matter where it seeris to

lead’ us ‘and résist the temptatlon to

| -‘edit- our Christ-like selves from the

- world’s_probing gaze.. May we truly - -
. seek the Holy Spirit’s power to enrich .- .
* -our relationship ‘with -God, no matter .

"how otherworldly” we become as a’
_result, and in- so doing, " reveal God’s

~grace and love to alI who are open to
its mﬂuence :

. David Cholcher ~~ *



P internperate . ‘as . the s
. Pharisee hot-heads in

o ‘every day, Jeremiah

. the sword; ‘their sons| i %

o beleft)

.. God’s nature, as some

§-20

,‘gré'sp this'n:iystefy' :

Here in Jeremlah J o h 11 7_ 3 7=S 2 ;

" -and inthe Psalm, we _ S .
. hear God reportedlyas P S a l m 7 6 : 1 i

- John! (Psalm 711 #
" God has md:gnat:oné _

- 1121 — Behold, T will | &%y
: pumsh them; . the|’ .
. young mer'shall die by | 4 ;

and  their daughters|
- shall die by famine;}
and.none of them shall |

_ Could there rea]ly'
i be an- 1dent1ty crisis in |

- theoioglans "have
.. speciilated; : between
" the OT and the NT"‘

Lo Ol’, : dld the i SR Mat!heanow 2003
Psalmist and Jeremiah somehow fall 0. get God’s-* message

- being bound by some sort of Laws as consmctmg as those of - '
the Pharisees? Laws which Christ urged us to respect but to'go

- oway- beyond, by absorbmg Him so fulIy that ﬁrom out hearts - -

shall flow. rivers of I:vmg water.,

- Spll'lt water that ﬂows freely over reefs of conventlon and
prejudlce and can carry us over dams of hatred War and fear -
and all the' other snags of dam-nation!. -

. Chrxst makes it sourrd 50 simple:” jﬂSt come to me and
g drmk but we haven t got 1t down yet' i :

. .“._(_}rétt:hén Dl.}mlér' A.



! @ Lord is my Shepherd I shall not be in want.
- E ﬁnd it mterestmg that such a seemmgly simple phrase can actually be

 s0-difficult to accept. . The journey of life is often strange and confusing. - :

Too often we find’ ourselves asking questlon suchi-as-“Where am I going?”

L or “What am Idoing?” In’ the last year of my life I have asked myself these.
- . Questions many times. ‘

Kt séems to'be human nature to try to control destmy Usually the word.
“want takés a center-stage position. in that endeavor. You tight think, “I" .
want” this. or that, be it the right job-or house or car or- person to share life

~with, AHl of this is il an effort to ‘guide yourself down the path you think -

i you should be on. When often you firid that you are not moving in the di- -
. rection you were hoping for,  confusion, angst and sometimes depression set :

“in makmg it seem 1mposs:b1e to move in any du’ectlon at’ all. How do you

. overcome this? : - X

. Mond

“,f th ﬂ ¢

.' Susanna 1-9, 15-29, 33 34—62 or verses 41- 627- |

_Johns 1 11 ors 12‘2@ : Psalm 23;'.' '

The Lord is my shepherd I shall not bein want _ -

Itis by allowing yourself to be one of thé sheep of his pasture' The Fa- o
‘ther, through his unendmg love has set out.a path for everyone. I have - -
_come to realize only very recently that I am traveling on the journey he has.

- sef me on; I may not always.understand or even like it at times but is my -

© - destiny. I'am confronting the challenges of my 11fe and takmg comfort that
- the Lord is wath me always: .

. He revives - my- sou[ and gmdes me along the rtght pathways for hrs--'- :
":Name 's sake. : -

As 1 have come to thls reahzatrori I have found a sense of peace that I
: ‘_have never: known.. Learning to revel i m whiere T am instead of agonizing
- . over where [ am not has become my joy: The beauty in this is that T have
! -reahzed that truly my cup is runmng over and my- llfe is blessed

8§ urely your - goodness and merr.y shall follow me all the a.'ays of my I fe
L and I wdl dwell in the house of the Lord forever : - '

.Chnstopher Montella e



: I dm so like the people in
- the wilderness, constantly =
. impatient, constantly ready .
. to disbelieve, no matter. how, .
_ many miracles I may have -
. seen “and I have seen a few {
_-1n my. 1 llfetlme L e
- God, however is mmiore pa-.-
" 'tient with me than I am with = -
. myself. He willingly shows
: .‘f'm'e again and again“ that He i

o __'I‘uesdayof theFlfthWeek in Lent

':"”‘.:'Numbers 21 4-9.
~Jobhn 8 21- 30'_--

‘Psalm 102:15-22°

| 1s there. All Ihaveto'dois . - N

have faith and believe. All 1
o have to- do is move forward-_
... doing the next tight thing,

- ~and Hc 1s there supportlng._""-""'

me.

o All I have to dol Some—'j.:-‘":‘u R

tlmes 1t seems too much for

-'.']me' '

| 'Barber'a Head



anﬁcl@ 13 begms Glorjf to you
‘Lord God of our Fathers.: Just who ate our fathers °

. 'anyway"' Abraham is one. Abraham our patnarch of :
' faith and obedienice, chose again and agdin to trust

God, and it is Abraham's example that sheds. hght on

_ today 5 readmgs
In the Old Testament story, the connection to Abra—

o ham may not be eXphc1t, but it is.clear that Shadrach,

-Meshach, “and" Abednego do what Abraham dld .
_Rather than use words to defend themselves, they take -

" bold, faith-filled action, évén staking ‘their lives on .

God's faithfulness.” It ‘would have been easy for them
. to SPEAK of the lingage of Abraharn, and then BOW

‘ .. | . to the idols Ne_buchadnezzar had_created but instead,

iw'edﬁé-srd'ay of the Fifth 'Wee’icin Lent
"-Bamet-s_-ﬁm 20, 24 zs:’"
,“».."J o h n 8 i:‘-.13j 4 2

bound hand and foot, they faced the flames and_- '
" emerged unscathed. In the. process they led the Baby-

_ lonian king to worshlp God..

In Johui 8: :39 the Jews in the story. begm to debate L

.~ with Jesus as they summon Abraham to their verbal
" defense: They answered him ‘Abraham is our. father i
_Jesus sard to them, "If you were Abraham’s chtldren, .
then you would be domg what Abraham did " - o

“Jesus calls for action that proclauns fatth rather ‘
than just - empty ‘words. Do your actlons match what.”_
you say you belleve‘? - . -

" Andrew Ranson :



- liilam Law wrote ‘in 1728 m A Serl-‘
ous Call'to a Devout and Holy Life, If weareto

. follow Christ, it must be in our common way of

~ spending every day. -If we are to live unto God ar
- any time or in any place, we aré to Live -unto. him

_in all times and in all places. If we are to use

o anythmg as the gi ft of God, we are 1o use gvery- - .-

 thing as his gaﬁ.‘ ‘Today is the feast of erham
. Law. ‘This and other of Law’s writings, along-
- with the devout example of his. life, influenced
- the lives of many famous theologians, including -

. John Wesley, and helped to lay the foundation . "
*- for the rellglous rev;val of the elghteenth century,

the Evangellcal Movement in England and the

- Great- Awakemng in America. Our beloved_
": Church of the Ascension was founded by people "

.who were deeply affected by the challenge to -

~ take Christian living very serlously ‘When 1

- speak of our rich heritage I am often most often | :
‘mindful of the: glotious and 1mportant works of =

- art that grace the intetior of our worship- space. ;. - o
.~ In remembering: the life. of passnonate love for -~

_Christ lived by this otherwise quiet schoolmaster -

S Rlchard Thomas '

from Putney, England T find ‘myself drawn fo

.- awareness of the other r1ch elements of our heri: o

.. tage. These spintual elernenis - have inspired and-- .
~ - continue to resonate in the lives of the peopIe of. o
_‘this parish all through its one hundred and sev-

~ enty five years. - o



= E&S hemy or “Son of. God'?” Charhe -:
Hilj; .our’ fellow- parishioner, once shared the fol- .

lowing quote with me:: “Your orthodoxy is heresy, -
mine is: doxy ‘ ’

N o John's gospel Jesus’ escapes bemg stoned for .

- blasphemy “or was it for the good deeds he was " .-
doing? How re]evant to our times when many are.
still being stoned or murdered by other means, or |
have their lives threatened. for views or behavior
seen by others as blasphemous Often whatone "~

* persoh or group views as virtues others view as

~ hostile or heresy. What. contributed to the murder-

" “ous rage resulting in 9/ 11 - our sins or our virtues? . .
‘Recently, while reading a biography of St. Francis .

of Assisi, I often' wondered how he escaped- w1th -
' -hls life for. folIowmg in Chnst 'S footsteps

:Frlday of the anth Week in. Lent

'Jeremlah 2{3.

:7-13‘.-.
"John'l() ‘31-42
8

-'_-Psal-m 1

And what about my own struggle with falth and‘
* .belief? T was not brought up to bélieve in Jesus.as -

‘. _ the “Son of God.” But on Good. Friday I canriot -

 bring myself to join the crowd that shouts Crucyfy -

Him and I.cannot stop myself from reciting: the -

‘Nicene Creed. Can I accept my faith and belief as -
a mystery . that I may never comprehend and a

struggle that may never -be resolved? - Like o

Jeremiah, I struggle, but I am always dravwn back .
and what I am drawn back to- I know w1thout doubt

o _ 1sgood

o 1,S,'ta.|‘11ey L W_einbetg



L Saturday of the Fll‘th eekof Lent

 Ezekiel 37:21-28 -
John 11: 45 53 | °
stalm 35 1-7;4”

Zeklel S prophecy was written- in Babylon ,

. probably about 593 BC! Nebuchadnezzar had’ deported the-
' Israclités 1o Babylon. . Ezekiel was grasping. at hope for -
’ hlmself and his fellow- exdes by recallmg God’s promzse '

On the. Day of God - the’ “Yom Yahweh” - we will be

: gathered together urider David, -our sheptierd in the Jand - -
that God gave to Her/His servant Jacob. We shall never
- again defile ourselves with our idols. We will be careful to
" observe God's statutes Our’ Mother/Father will make an

. everIastmg covenant of peace w1th us -and w1ll pltCh :
- Her/His tent among us forever.

Here we are in 2003 AD more than 2500 years “after .
s Ezeklel’s prophecy. . We stand at the abyss! war.and ru- L
“mors of war; unemployment and underemployment deﬂa—‘_

“tion; mﬂatlon Columbla Increasmgly

Tree

e unaffoi’dabl_e housing and medical care:: Aging. . Venality. = -~ .
. ."in corporations, religious, political and medical institutions =~

‘and the mlhtary - industrial - - federal ‘government .
* “octopus.” Bias. Rudeness. Rejeetion O\{ercrowdmg
. Incessant Noise. ‘

Whﬂe we- savor Ezeklel’s hope crammed words we'_ '
- need to work on our problems and prevent war. But since . -
' 1o problem no one and ng institution is immune to prayer . .
.‘Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away
- your indignation toward iis, Delwer us from our vicious, -
. revenge-filled, stipid hubris: Don’t throw: up. your-hands

in sadness and anger as we savage each other and.your.

Earth. Save us from ourselves. Restore us to your shalom. - -

. - Savanmh |




) Monday_dfﬂ_oﬂj Week .

he settmg isa dmner six days before Pass-- ,
-over. The religious community is getting ready o .
celebrate God’s saving lives of the Jews, Jesus is -
. getting attention because he recently brought Laza-
| rus back to. life.” In two’ ways, therefore, this pas- -
-sage - points us to events where God’s mlracles :
“saved or restored life. ‘ :

Mary however appea:s and her actlons fore—,

-shadow death. Instead of doing as Judas: suggests SR
- and selling ointrient to raise money -for the poor,
- she anoints Jésus who tells us she hath done what - =
she .could, she is come. afore hana' to anoint my' L
- body fa the bwymg : Co

- Mary has responded physncally and ceremoni- .. .
“ally to the. reality of the approaching suffermg and-
.-death of Jesus. _There are elements ‘of foresnght,
- .accéptance, pammpatlon comfomng, and honor-
ing in her role. "She'is mot fearing, bemoamng,‘ _
. -rejecting, ‘fleeing.. 'Her actions foreshadow, ac- =
: knowledge and prepare. They tell us that it is time -

to recognize the coming death of Jesus, to prepare -

- for ity to participate in its’ meanmg, to medltate on .
it, and to honor it in our hearts. . - o

Let us aroint the reahty of suffermg, of dymg, |

© of saying Thy will-be done.. And meditate onhow =~
" Jesus® death:was transformed mto ‘the promiseé-to -~ . ..
‘us of. llfe everiastmg : .

:  ftheSlxthWeekln_Lent B
Isalah 42 1 9
"Hebrews 11: 39 12 3

'fJohn‘l-Z.-l 11

Connie Heginbotham -



) ‘Ttiesday__ of _Hely Wee_k' |

'-OI‘ they loved the prazse of ten -
- more than the ] - praise of God. -~

_ A constant ‘challenge 1 have as a
Chrlstlan is channelmg my energiés fo-. . _
‘ward my relationship with Christ versus .

. concerning myself w1th how -1 am

thought of by others. Addltlonally our )

'tendency as .human bemgs to use the .-

 lives of others as the yardstick against- .

which to measure our worth is an ultl— S

" mately unsatlsfymg one.

Each of as- Chnstlans and human be— '

- ings contribute most- to the world when .

" “'we stretch ourselves by taking risks and -~

‘_"endurmg the. associated failures. - When

wé take the time, (whiether medltatmg in-

. church or on the commute.to work): our -
a‘souls communicate to. us” and we call-: e
-these. messages daydfeams I believe this

: _‘_v01ce is God in us = coaching us, éncour-

aging us, directing us. He whispers to - e

remind us to follow our mstmcts and em-
' brace our true nature —

. (contmued on page 42)' o

i,uesday oftheSlxtheek of Lent ‘ :
Isaiah 4 9 l--.6"

1 Cermthlans 1:18-31"

r~“.J0hn 12: 37 38 42 50 -




- (contmued ﬁ'om page 4i)
Yet thJs voice when not heeded

~ “can be a major source of - frustra-'_ L

- tion. - Deep in our core we know we
have not pushed ourselves to. pur-
- sue our dreams and live up to a life.
o _led consisterit with Christ’s- teach-

- -ings. - As a substitute we look for .

vahdatlon outwardly We tell our-

.. - -selves, “If this individual or -group - .
R _'_pralses me _and accepts me, I must
- be. good” : Once ahgned safely

. wrth this club all others can be-, '

. _come a threat, especially those we _
S see taklng the risks we don’t.

QOur precccupation with others,

'espec1a11y the difference in others,‘_j o -
is .the -root of so much strife and .

d1v1sweness in- the world Lent is’

an ideal time to self- ~examine’ and - 3

- 'strip away . our’ layers of distrac- o
“tions. ~ Some questions I’ve been -

" asking myself “What do 1 stand .-
for? Inmy daily interactions how =~
"' do 1 discipline myself to behave as
' -a Christian? What are: my. unique

 gifts? What steps am I taking to

- perfect and share them? How can I S

he]p oth_ers t0 dO the Same‘?” 5 S

" Clarke Griffith

a2



'Wedmesday of ‘Hd‘ly We‘ek_:_ i

" @rd, "isA it I? """_S'o-qliery the apos_-
~-tles in- Matthew 26:14-25, in response to
. Christ’s prophecy at'the Last Supper that -

one ariiong them' will betray him. With '

" that. harfowing statement, the attentive j
- reader is once again caught up, heartbeat

to anxious heartbeat with “his Blbllcal'.

. " counterparts - t_he apostles, who_se highly
- imperfect natures’ rr‘iafch ours’ exactly '

Those four words - Lord, is it 1?7 - can .
- still grip our heatts, increase our pulse =~

" rate and cause us fo make a detailed re- |
- view of our lives, while, smultaneously'-f c
. time- and. space dissolvé and we:are .
' pIaced squarely at the feet of the Master e
during one of the great eplsodes in New L

N Testament hlstory

When Jesus’ hands Judas the -sop top ‘

. indicate. that he will be, the one (which ..

o Judas hlmseIf already knows), Judas - -
_rushes out into the night-to fulfill his des-.

. tiny as thé .Great Betrayer. - What were : :

: ,his mot1ves‘? . What 1mpulses were at . e

(con!mued onpage 44). -

E ‘Wednesday of the Slxth Week of Lent_ e B

. Isanah 50 4—9&"'_‘_;;
"_A'-Hehrews 9. 11 15, 24-28.
John 13: 21-35\.:-’
"orMatthewZﬁlS 14 25"'

"?;Psalm 69:7-15, 22 23" ”




- (r:antmued  from page 43)

work inside his breast to. cduse hlm to .

seek out Jesus’ enemies and, for the -
" mean sum of thirty pieces of silver,

ﬂnally set into motion thé gréat defin-. | -
- ing drama of our spiritual lives? - This .-~

exact mtelhgence has been -withheld
' fromus, but the instrument of his be-

R trayal -a klss - has left its mark down S
s "through the centurles . .

A klss , S :
Why betray Hlm w1th a klss‘? Why e

R dld Judas not simply lead the soldiers -

.- -to Him and, pointing, say “There He is.. -

‘That’s-the one”or “That’s the man yoir
want. Seize Him!™? But instead of a-

' _'few simple words, he .uses. one mmple' )

act and, dehvermg it to maximum -ef-

- " fect, hits his target head on. The rami-

. fications -of that kiss are many and =

complex - too many and too cornplexr'_ =

to be gone into at this time - but in that

+ " moment the parameters: of the known

. " world blurred, shifted and were rede-

' 'fined forever.

The reader ‘lS later told " that Judas S

e unable to bear the consequences of his'

_ - act, hangs himself in shame and de- .-

. spair.. -Soon, we know, Jesus too will
- die, but contained within His death is

. the source of His greatest trrumph and' -
- HlS greatest glft :

Matthew Snow ,



Mauﬁ@y Thuréday o

ne of the most enJOyabIe tralts of .
“growing older is the ablhty to reacquaint .

. ourselves with’ scrlptures or artwork, and .

. - of course music that we’ve seen several;

) txmes before, but because we have grown . .

wiser it effects us dlfferently -In today’s’
“scriptures I was struck with a couple of -

" new thoughts.

Imagme you are at a dmner party _
and everyone has taken their places .
-at the table. In the. middle of the din-

‘ ner sotieone’ stops eating and gétsa
bucket of water and washes every-

one’s feet.- They could have done

" this as the guest arrived but heinter-" " .
- tupted his ¢ating to show this humil- - = -
ity. - ‘One of my most profound fes- -
.. sons'in-adult life has been’ to try to :
s except a gift when it is being given
to you. Isn’t it amazing that in' Luke - -

22: 24 that lesus’ dlsc1ples dcclded

o bicker instead of really enjoy the =
gift they are being given? In the Exo- .
“dus- and Psalm readings for today -
“they also are. arguing, doubting, and - -

complammg Is there somie sort of .
. (cammued on page 46) DA

Thursday of the Slxth Week of Lent

| — 2 —_—
| Cormthlans 1_1:23-26 27132
Joehn 13: 1-15"

or Luke 22 14 30.‘:‘;'




(contmued ﬁ-om page4y) . . -
~ inherent human condztlon that as"

‘we are being given something we = -

* - change the subject out of somesort *© -

~ of embarrassment? - The person

giving the gift never receives the

.. honor due if we don t except ' what
they are glvmg Now let’s get -
" back to.our dinner party. -Our feet. . -
--have  been washed and 1 Corin- - -

thians 11:25- suggests that aﬁer-'_-_

* ' supper the cup is raised, so we are L

- toasting after we’ve_eaten and our.
'Iesson on humility. Everythmg .

, N seems to lead to this moment Je-
o .-sus said, This'is the new covenant

.- so from' this thoment 6n Jesus’

.- blood will be -enough for all- who
_ believe in him. - Have there ever
-+ been 'more profound ‘words, yet.

Jesus® closest frierids seem to miss .

‘the.point and argue about who will
“betray him. Is The New Covenant

 a gift that we are able to acceptand -

| glve honor to the g1ver‘7 ST
ThlS Maundy Thursday is a

“ 'chance to go to. Jesus’ supper. .. .

© With all my wisdom I intend fo try-

" to be there w1th him. . I may be "

~_older and wiser than the first time I

- read these scriptures but I will al--

. ways wonder if Jesus really had ~ -
- any-idea how pamful the - next. few_j. o

e -hours were gomg to be? .

-..Jl._l_dy Cope - o



ﬂd it is . by God wt’ll' that that ‘we have‘
béen sancttf fed througk the offering of the body

of Jesus Chrzst once for all Hebrews 10 10

E Good F'riday '

Imagme for a moment that you had been there PR
.. on that dreadﬁ;] Friday when Jesus Christ was’
: cru01fied How would you’ have "responded? §
- Would you have been angry;- dlsmayed at God-
for allowing this to happen‘? It would be anun- .
" derstandable reaction. - While .he ‘was on the .
- Cross Jesus himself cried out, “My God my

‘God, why have you forsaken me?”.- . -
Why dld Jesus allow hlmself to be sacnﬁced -

" for us?” Because ...if was the will of the Lord to . |

crush hm{ with pain...Out of his anguzsh ke

shall see light... The. r:ghteous one, my servant,
- shall make marny righteous,” and he -shall bear‘ )
‘their iniquities.- Trom this terrible act. of v1o—

lence came. somethmg extraordmary

Through Christ’s sactifice; we. are. forgwen Jo

' for all -our transgressions. It was God's will that.
_this. should happen. God's. will may seem unfair, =
-even cruel, to us. But as Jesus offered himself onf

- the cross, $o must we learn fo accept God's will. S
--Psalm 40 remmds us; Happy are those who

- make the. Lord their trust. .. Let us make the -~
"-Lord our trust. For it is thmugh God's will that_

we have been saved

B Frlda of t‘he Six

.\_'—,..Isanah 52:13- 53:12.
-.H_eb_rew_.s 10: 1-25

' Elizabeth Khan







T fzeré is 70 célebratioﬁ of the Eucharist dn'thz’s day..

G begins with-the Collect of the Day: -
O  Creator ‘of heaven and- earth; Grant -that, as the

cruclfied bocly of your dear Son was laid in the tomb and -
rested on this holy Sabbath, so-we. may await with him the

“who now lives and rengns with you and the Holy Spmt one-
‘,God for ¢ ever and ever. Amen oo .

dfter the Gospel (and homxfy) in pIace of Ihe Prayer.s' of the
People the Anthem “In rhe mzdst of ) fe is sung or smd

| Hay.smay R

'In the mldst of life we are in death;’
- from whom can we seek heip? - -
“From you alené, O Lord, e
"+ _who by our sins are justly angered. -
" .. Holy God, Holy and Mighty, .-
" Holy.and merciful Savior, :
L delzver us not into the bitterness of etemal death
. Lord, you ] know the secrets of oir hearts
* shut not your ears to our prayers
. but spare uss, ‘0O Lord.

Holy God, Holy dnd Mzghty,
. Holy and mercy‘bl Savigr,
C a'elwer us nof info the bmerness of etemal death

0 worthy and eternal Judge
.. do not let the pains of death :
. turn us away from you at our last hour.

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, .
" - Holy and merciful Savior, . -
deliver us not into the bztrerness of etemal death.

. ThesemcethenmludasmththelordsﬁnyzrmdtheGrme ,' :

.~A,fSai?i@éywéf?EvfﬁXthfwﬁék;qfi&hé””._
“J o b 141 - 1.4

- When there is'a L!turgy of the word, the Celebrant _- B

coming of the third day, and rise with him to newniess of Tife; . - “

C Psalm 130 Cor 31:1-5

':_1. Pre t. e r ._4 ::‘V-I-*—- 8
Matthew27 57-66 or John 19 3842"-- o
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We also thank artists Savannah and
Matthew Snow for their out-
standing contributions of original
art for this unique presentation.
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The Church of the Ascension
in the City of New York

Fifth Avenue at Tenth Street

Parish House (offices and mailing address):
12 West uth Street, New York, New York 10011
Telephone: (212) 254-8620, Facsimile: (212) 254-6520
Internet Address: www.ascensionnyc.org

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, g am. to 5 p.m.

Regular Weekly Worship Schedule
Sundays:
The Holy Eucharist {Side altar) g a.m.
Holy Eucharist with Music (Church) 12 a.m.
Service of Meditations and Sacrament {Church) 7 p.m.
Weekdays:
Monday through Thursday - Holy Eucharist - Side Altar, 6 p.m.
Fridays — Holy Eucharist with Healing - Side Altar, 6 p.m.

Clergy & Staff Vestry
The Rev. Elizabeth G. Maxwell, Rector David Cholcher, Warden
The Rev. Edwin Chinery, Assisting Priest Steven Hubbard, Warden
Dennis Keene, D.M.A., Organist & Choirmaster Lillie Burkhardt, Treasurer
Andrew P. Jones, Parish Administrator Candace Lombardi, Clerk
Vince Amodei, Parish Bookkeeper Derek Baker
Lenford Bowman, Sexton Peter Clark
Ravi Gayadin, Assistant Sexton Deorothy Dinsmoor
Dawa Sherpa, Assistant Sexton Lisa Dunn
Jennifer Passard, Nursery Care Mary Gaillard
Sirkka Kyle

Tom Rice

Charles Schmidt

Maurice Seaton
Isabel Spencer
Stacy Spikes
Meredith Ward



11 :he early 17th century Anghcan P"e“*-' .

and ~metaphysical  poet; George

" Herbert, wrote:- “Welcome deare feast: of
' ‘Lent,” “Welcome deare feast”?! Not a time

-of meager rations and long prayers; heavy - o

--..guilt and sour faces but a feast‘? Herbert con-

o tmues

- “It’s true we cannot reach Chnst’s fort:eth :
- - day; Yetto go part of that rehglous way, .
 Isbefter than to rest: -
*. We cannot reach. our Sav:or 8 purlty,
. butarebid; Be holy evnashe.
o In both Iet’s do our hest

- Perhaps my God though he be far before
- May turn, and take ie.by the hand, and...
. Lord instrict us to 1mprove our’ fast

By starvmg sin..

e “The Temple” (1633)

: _As Lent hegms and you read the thoughts of
" your. fellow Ascensionites as well as the day’s

: jLectlonary readlngs may you do. what yon ean to
starve sin.-- And when you streich out your hands
to grasp’ Jesus’ “may His be_]eweled carpentersr
hands grasp yours ' ,

| ;Happy L‘er}‘t!-.BleSSed Spring! .

Marge (Margaret) O Connell S
Edltor Do






