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“Hear, O Israel, I am the Lord your God. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with 
all your might.”(Deuteronomy 6: 4-9) 

 
 

Dear Family and Friends, 
 
In the ancient prayer of the Jews we are still called to hear God’s voice as it calls out to us 
today. 
 
The Shema is the central prayer in the Jewish prayer book and is often the first lesson of 
scripture a Jewish child learns. During its recitation in the synagogue Orthodox Jews recite 
each word very carefully and cover their eyes with their right hand.  Many Jews recite the 
prayer twice daily: once in the morning and once in the evening. Parts of the Shema are 
written on a scroll, rolled up and placed inside a mezuzah and affixed to the doorframe of a 
Jewish home. This simple liturgical prayer calls all of us to live into the commandment to 
love God fully and without reservation. 
 
The Advent season asks the same response of our faith in God. If we are to love God with all 
our heart, with all our soul and with all our might… should we not be able to open ourselves up to 
the same love found in each other?  To commit oneself to recite the Shema is to commit 
oneself to both witness and blessing. It means we believe in the oneness of God and we 
embrace God’s purpose for us on earth. To live in testimony and blessing means we believe 
in a God who loves us fully and without reservation, to live in testimony and blessing means 
that we are to turn to each other and love the same. 
 
Please join us this Advent season and into the New Year as we honor the tradition of 
testimony and blessing throughout of Ascension family.  
 
In God’s love, 
 
Mother Shelley 
and your Ascension staff and family 
 


