
 
“And I appointed you to go and bear 
fruit – fruit that will last.” – John 15:16b 
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Dear Friends of Ascension, 
 

For our stewardship theme this year, we have chosen the 
words of Jesus telling the disciples to bear “fruit that will 
last.” As we heard in Mother Shelley’s stewardship sermon on 
October 14th, while Ascension is by no means in financial 
distress, we need to raise more from our pledges. As the 
enclosed materials show, our current pledge and plate income 
covers only about 24% of our annual operating budget. This 
has led to deficit budgets that require us to draw down 
disproportionately from income on our endowments. A parish 
should plan a pledge goal of at least 60% to cover an 
operating budget, in order to continue a healthy ministry for 
the future. 
 

In particular during this interim period, we challenge all 
parishioners to bear fruit, with a goal of doubling our pledge 
income, to provide a solid foundation for Ascension’s future 
ministry. In addition to your pledge, please invite others into 
membership at Ascension to help bear fruit with us. How 
amazing would it be to see twice the number of people in our 
pews on Sunday? Above all, please pray daily for our parish, 
that we may all bear fruit that will last.   
 

We will celebrate our stewardship campaign with an all 
parish Harvest Dinner in the Parish Hall on Thursday, 
November 1, at 7 p.m. Our speaker will be The Rev. Jim 
Burns, retired Rector of The Church of the Heavenly Rest 
here in New York. Fr. Burns will share his insights on 
stewardship and his experience of the interim process.  Please 
join us to celebrate a fruitful harvest! 
 
Your wardens, 
John Grimes and Steve Hubbard 
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Mother Shelley at this year’s Blessing of the Animals 

 
 

TIMELINE FOR FALL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
 

October 14
th
  Stewardship Sermon from Mother Shelley  

 
October 21

st
  Personal Reflection from Kevin Lippert 

 
October 22

nd
  Campaign Brochure and Pledge Cards mailed to 

parishioners this week. 
 
October 28

th
  Personal Reflection from Winnie Lok 

 
November 1

st
  All Parish Harvest Dinner, The Rev. Jim Burns, 

speaker on Parish Transition and Stewardship 
 
November 4

th
  All Saints Sunday with Personal Reflection from 

Matthew Vermedahl 
 
November 11

th
  Personal Reflection from John Grimes, Warden 

 
November 18

th
  Blessing and Thanksgiving for our Pledges 
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Alice and Arthur Anderson 
 

“Ascension has become a second family to me.  I so look forward to 
being there every Sunday.  That sense of belonging to a special group 
of people makes me feel wanted and in a different way than with my 
at-home family. We all need a special place like Ascension.  So, while 

we need Ascension, Ascension needs us.  We need to be there to 
support the parish in all the good works that happen there.” 

- Tom Rice 

“The Church of the Ascension has been the foundation of my life since 
I arrived at age 18 to sing and worship here.  Please join me with your 
generous pledge to help continue our traditions of worship and music 
in our beloved sanctuary.”   -     Sirkka Kyle 
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Anne Fensterer and Janet Fisher 

 

Patricia L. Smith and John Merryman 
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Patricia L. Smith, Chrys Fairchild, Eve Beglarian, Meredith Ward, Sarah 
Standing, Mother Shelley on Spring Retreat to Holy Cross Monastery. 

 
Matthew Snow and Stanley Weinberg with Father James Reho at this 

year’s Blessing of the Animals 
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How Much Should I Give? 
 
The Biblical teaching of stewardship is to tithe a tenth of what 
you have received from God. We are asking you to 
prayerfully review your financial gifts and support Ascension 
as your servant home.  We realize the difficult economy we 
are living in and know the challenge our community is facing 
today. As stated in our stewardship materials we offer you 
three ways in which to pledge your support to Ascension as 
we continue to worship God through our faith in Jesus Christ: 
 

• Increase your financial pledge to our operating budget 
for 2013 

• Commit to bringing in two new members in 2013 
• Pray daily for the life of our community 

 
Our goal is to bless all our pledging units on Sunday 
November 18th during the 11 a.m. service. Please fill out and 
send in your completed pledge card in the enclosed envelope 
to Mother Shelley by Friday November 16th to be included in 
the blessing ceremony. We also extend an open invitation to 
you and your family to join us for our annual Harvest dinner 
in the Parish Hall at 7 p.m. on Thursday, November 1.  We 
look forward to celebrating the life of our parish with you.  
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Nurture Us to Bear Good Fruit 
 

Our Operating Income 2012 ($811,349) 

24%

45%

6%

25%

 

Pledges and Plate 24% 

Endowment Income 45% 

Festival offerings/donations 6% 

Deficit 25% 
 

Our Operating Expenses 2012 ($1,082,394) 

14%

23%

13%

1%

1%

30%

18%

 

Clergy 23% 

Worship 13% 

Lay Leadership/Education 1% 

Fellowship 1% 

Administration 30% 

Church Property 18% 

Beyond the Parish 14% 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

• It costs $2,960 per day in operating costs to keep the 
church open.  

 

• Pledging units have increased over the past few years, 
from  116 in 2009 to 121 in 2011.  

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

What expenses are included in the operating budget? 
 

Clergy  
Salaries and benefits, FICA reimbursement, housing, guest 
clergy, seminarian, etc. 
 
Worship Expenses  
Music Director salary, Sunday Choir stipends, music and 
Altar Guild costs 
 
Lay Leadership and Christian Education  
Sunday School and Nursery, Educational events, and Vestry 
development 
 
Evangelism and Fellowship 
Advertising, outreach efforts, pastoral care and fellowship 
activities 
 
Administrative Staff and Expenses  
Parish Administrator, Bookkeeper, and Receptionist salaries 
and all lay benefits.  Postage, telephone, computers, printing, 
supplies, audit, etc. 
 
Church Property  
Custodial salaries, property and liability insurance, utilities, 
and building supplies 
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Work Beyond the Parish  
Diocesan Assessment, Designated Giving, and various local 
causes 
 
Where does the income towards the operating budget come 
from? 
 

Pledge and Plate 
In 2012, 24% of our parish’s operating income came from 
pledges and plate offerings.  Ideally, pledges should provide a 
much larger portion of income (at least 60%). 
 
Endowment Income 
These endowments are monies that caring supporters of The 
Church of the Ascension have left to insure that the work of 
the parish continues in their lifetime and beyond, and the 
principal is never spent down. 
 
Festival Offerings/Donations 
Easter and Christmas offerings, altar flowers, and 
undesignated gifts and grants throughout the year. 
 

There was also a 25% deficit in the operating budget this year 
which we hope to reduce and eventually eliminate with your 
help! 
 
What expenses are not included in the operating budget? 
Other expenses, funded outside the operating budget, include 
the Michael D. Fender Food Pantry, funded separately 
through Ascension Outreach, Inc., landscaping, and major 
repairs to the buildings.  These are all funded by interest from 
designated endowments, special grants and gifts, or, from 
time to time, special appeals. 
 
Is endowment income restricted to certain uses? 
Some of our endowments are designated for specific purposes; 
others are undesignated.  Some of the income is available for 
operating expenses, and some is restricted to other uses.  In 
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recent years, we have been relying too heavily on endowment 
income for operating expenses and need to boost pledge 
income to allow endowment income to be used for other 
purposes. 
 

Is my pledge confidential? 
Yes.  Only the Rector (or Associate Rector, in the absence of 
a Rector) and bookkeeper will have access to the amount of 
your pledge. 
 
Are my contributions tax-deductible? 
Your pledge contributions are 100% tax-deductible.  Each 
quarter you will receive a statement showing the record of 
giving for the previous quarter.  This record includes any 
extra gifts, such as altar flowers. 
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History of our Parish 

Ascension was founded in 1827, when New York was a city of only about 
200,000 people. The Rev. Manton Eastburn, assistant at Christ Church, 
Anthony and Worth Streets, was a champion of the evangelical movement. A 
group of like-minded people went to the 26-year-old, English-born clergyman 
and asked him to form a parish “to proclaim ... living, personal evangelical 
faith.” He accepted their invitation, and a certificate of incorporation was 
signed on 1 October 1827. 

The first church, a small white Greek Revival building on Canal Street, was 
consecrated in 1829 and, after a decade of growth for the parish, was 
destroyed by fire. Little time was spent in lamentation. Within a month, the 
Vestry selected the present site on Fifth Avenue and Tenth Street for a new 
church, to be designed by Richard Upjohn. The new Gothic Revival building 
was consecrated 5 November 1841, the first church on Fifth Avenue. The site 
was considerably north of the city’s population center, when Fifth Avenue was 
only an unpaved trackway, terminating in a board fence at Twenty-third 
Street. 

From its earliest days, the church has been the setting for many notable events, 
including the marriage of President John Tyler and Julia Gardiner. Dubbed 
“His Accidency” by his detractors, John Tyler was the first Vice-President to 
be elevated to the office of President by the death of his predecessor. Also the 
first President to marry in office, he took his vows at the side altar here in the 
Church of the Ascension on 26 June 1844. The news was then broken to the 
American people, who greeted it with keen interest, much publicity, and some 
criticism about the couple’s difference in age: 30 years. 

Many such prominent New Yorkers as August Belmont, William B. Astor, 
Frederick de Peyster, and William C. Rhinelander have been members. 

During the 1890s, The fourth rector, the Rev. E. Winchester Donald, was a 
friend of many of the artists dwelling in the church’s Greenwich Village 
neighborhood. He was convinced that beauty, which elevates the human 
spirit, is an appropriate setting for worship. A generous gift from the Misses 
Julia and Serena Rhinelander made it possible for John La Farge, Stanford 
White, and David Maitland Armstrong to transform the chancel from a bleak, 
bare space into a composition of the highest order. Surmounted by La Farge’s 
great painting, The Ascension of Our Lord, the chancel is today one of the 
most beautiful spaces in New York. 

Despite its many changes since 1827, the Church of the Ascension remains a 
place of lively worship, beautiful music, active service, and quiet 
contemplation—striving to seek and serve Christ in all persons.  

The Church of the Ascension 
12 West 11th Street, New York, New York 10011 

Telephone: (212) 254-8620 
Internet Address: www.ascensionnyc.org 


